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Amendments to the Clalmss 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application. 

Listina of Claims: 

1 . (Cuirently Amended) A redundant system structur e d for u(>c in oaflooiation vfiih a 

utility gtruotuf 0 having tin ext e rnal ourfac e configumtion perim e ter, oaid $ygtem comprising: 

a utttitv structure having an external surface configuration p erimeter; 

an inflatable device including a body having at least one surface structured for receiving 
an impact of at least one descending object, said body defining at least one opening structured to 
receive tiierein at least a portion of said external surface configuration perimeter of said utility 
structure; and? 

at least one inlet operati vely associated with said body of said inflatable device, said inlet 
structured to receive at least one type of fluid media into said body for inflating said inflatable . 
device[J; 

at least one inflation device operativelv associated with said inlet of said infl^f ^lft 
device: and 

at least one control system confieured for op erative association with at least one of saj^ 
inflation devices . 
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2. (Original) The system of Claim 1 , further comprising at least one exhaust port 
operatively associated with said body of said inflatable device. 

3. (Original) The system of Claim 2, wherein at least one of said exhaust ports includes 
a breakable membrane. 

4. (Original) The system of Claim 2, wherein at least one of said exhaust ports includes 
a flap. 

5. (Original) The system of Claim 1, wherein a diameter of said inflatable device is 
related to a height of said utility structure. 

6. Canceled 

7. Canceled 

8. (Currently Amended) The system of Claim i [7], further comprising at least one 
communication device configured for communicating commands to at least one of said control 
systems. 
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9. (Currently Amended) The system of Claim I [6], further comprising at least one 
power source configured for supplying power to at least one of said inflation devices. 

1 0. (Original) The system of Claim 9, wherein at least one of said power sources 
mcludes a battery of a maintenance vehicle. 

1 1 . (Original) The system of Claim 8, where said communication device includes a 
communication device selected from the group consisting of a remote control device, a laptop, a 
personal digital assistant, and a telephone. 

12. (Original) The system of Claim 8, further comprising at least one communication 
media configured for communicating said commands to said control systems. 

13. (Original) The system of Claim 1, wherein said body of said inflatable device 
Includes at least two segments. 

14. (Original) The system of Claim 1 , further comprising at least one enclosure piece 
structured for creatmg a substantially closed interior volume within said body of said inflatable 
device. 
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15. (Original) The system of Claim 14, further comprising a patliway formed in said 
body of said inflatable device. 

1 6. (Original) The system of Claim 1 , wherein said body of said inflatable device 
includes a shape selected from xhe group consisting of a generally circular body shape, a 
generally square body shape, a generally triangular body shape, and a generally hexagonal body 
shape. 

1 7. (Original) A redundant system structured for use in association with a utility 
structure having an external surface configuration perimeter, said system comprising; 

an inflatable device including a body having at least one surface structured for receiving 
an impact of at least one descending object, said body defming at least one opening strucnired to 
receive therein at least a portion of said external surface configuration perimeter of said utility 
structure; 

at least one inlet operatively associated whh said body of said inflatable device, said inlet 
stmctured to receive at least one type of fluid media into said body for inflating said inflatable 
device; 

at least one exhaust port operatively associated with said body of said inflatable device; 
at least one inflation device operatively associated with said inlet of said inflatable 

device; 
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at least one control system configured for operative association with at least one of said 
inflation devices; 

at least one power source configured for supplying power to at least one of said inflation 
devices, wherein at least one of said power sources includes a battery of a maintenance vehicle; 
and, 

at least one communication device configured for communicating commands to at least 
one of said control systems. 

18. Canceled 

19* Canceled 

20. Canceled 

2 1 . (New) The system of Claim 1 , wherein said opening is located within a perimeter 
of said body. 

22. (New) The system of Claim 1 6, wherein said opening is located off-center with 
respect to a center of the inflatable device. 
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23. (New) The redundant system of Claim 1 , wherein the at least one opening is 
defined within a first portion of said body and the surface structured for receiving an impact of 
the at least one descending object is located within a second portion of said body. 

24. (New) The system of Claim 23, wherein a height of the second portion of said 
body is greater than a height of the first portion of said body. 

25. (New) The system of Claim 23, wherein a length of the second portion of said 
body is greater than a length of the first portion of said body. 
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